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EDINBURGH.

(From our otvn Correspondent.)

UNIVERSITY COURT MEETING.

A MEETING of the University Court took place on Monday,
the 18th inst., at which Dr. Heron Watson, the recently 
elected Assessor for the General Council of the University,
took his seat for the first time. There was a good deal of i

routine business gone through, and certain points of greater
general interest and importance were also considered, among i

them the representation of the General Council of the Univer- 1
sity, adopted at a stormy meeting of that body some months 
ago, asking for a "consideration of the sound construction 1
of the Universities Act, 1858, read along with the Medical
Acts, 1858 and 1886, relative to the election of the repre-
sentative of the University in the General Medical 
Council." It has been urged, with some show of reason, 
that the General Council of the University should
carry out the functions of an electorate in this respect
as representing the University in its widest sense.
Precedent, on the other hand, and a strong conserva- 

tive instinct among its members, would point to the
Senatus Academicus as the proper electing body. In the
circumstances, specially in view of the strong public feeling 
on the question, the Court has done wisely in deciding to take 
counsel’s opinion on the sound interpretation of the Acts
under consideration. The point is a purely legal one, and 
can be best settled by the dispassionate judgment of a legal
expert. Amongst other matters, the Court considered and 
approved the report of the Committee in charge of the Uni-
versity library, which was of a satisfactory nature, and
reflected credit on Mr. Webster, the lately appointed librarian,
whose energy and intelligence are doing much in developing
the usefulness of the library.

THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH.
The last meeting of the session was held last Monday,

when a number of papers were read, and the work of the
session brought to a close by an address from the Vice-
President, Sheriff Irvine, who occupied the chair. His
statement of work done was highly satisfactory, and shows
that the Society is in a flourishing condition. A Victoria
Jubilee prize, founded by Dr. Gunning, and amounting to
100 guineas annually, has been this year awarded to Sir
William Thomson, President of the Society, for his remark-
able series of papers on Fluid Motion. One of the papers
read on Monday was of considerable meteorological interest.
It is a record of observations made by Mr. Stack, assistant
at the Ben Nevis Observatory, on the temperature of winds.
The observations were made with an apparatus called the
"thermic windrose." Not only were the maximum and
minimum temperatures of the various winds measured, but
their range of rise and fall in temperature in the different
seasons was in each case recorded. The warmest is found
to be south wind ; the coldest the north-east wind; while
that from the south-east has the greatest range of tem-
perature, representing a variation of 24’30 between the
maximum and minimum recorded.

THE EDINDURGII UNIVERSITY UNION.

The Students Union, on behalf of which there have been
such loyal exertions among present and former students
and their friends, is now to be commenced. An estimate of
&pound;10,000 for the cost of the buildings has been accepted by
the Buildings Committee, and the work will proceed at

once, the site having been already acquired.
THE DISCUSSION ON SCARLET FEVER.

The Medico-Chirurgical Society is to hold its meeting for
the discussion on Scarlet Fever to-morrow, the 20th inst.
The discussion is to be opened by Dr. W. Allan Jamieson,
physician to the City Fever Hospital, and it is understood
that the question of the origin of epidemics will be largely
dealt with, in connexion with the recent violent outbreak
of the disease in this city. The higher etiology is also to
be to some extent discussed. It is reported that the
committe6 appointed to look into the question in rela-
tion to Dr. Edington’s researches have not been able to
come to a definite conclusion, and will only present a
preliminary statement of their work.
Edinburgh, July 19th.

GLASGOW.

(From our own Correspondent.)

POISONING CASES.

A NUMBER of serious cases of poisoning have occurred in
Glasgow and its vicinity lately. About a fortnight ago, in
Pollokshaws, eight children suffered from arsenical poison-
ing, and of these two died, the others recovering only after
very prompt and energetic treatment. They had picked up
in the street a quantity of a white, crisp substance, which
they took for alum, but which consisted almost entirely of
arseniate of soda. The symptoms presented were typically
those of arsenical poisoning. At Whiteinch, one of the
western suburbs of Glasgow, about twenty children were
reported as being more or less ill from eating "jubilee
shortbread," which they had bought at a stand in the
street. The symptoms complained of were those of some
powerful gastro-mtestinal irritailt-vomiting, pain, purga-
tion, and collapse. No death occurred. The nature of the
poisonous ingredient in the shortbread has not been made
out, but it is supposed that it was either nitrate of
potassium or carbonate of ammonia; the latter is often
used by pastry bakers, and may have been impure or
excessive in quantity. The fact that the symptoms were
due to the cakes eaten was proved by an experiment, which
may be commended to the attention of anti-vivisectionists.
The father of one of the children who suffered gave a cake
to a dog, which, by promptly turning sick and vomiting
copiously, gave evidence ot the poisonous nature of what
had been eaten. At Greenock, four children showed very
berious symptoms after having eaten certain roots which
they had dug up in marshy places by a country roadside,
under the impression that they were " ladies’ nuts," a kind
of " earth nut." One of the children died within an hour,
after suffering from vomiting, convulsions, and coma. The
other three children recovered. The roots eaten are supposed
to have been those of &OElig;nanthe crocata, one of the water-
dropworts. The roots of this plant form tleshy knobs, which
are not unpleasant to the taste, but are very poisonous. A

correspondent of a local newspaper, commenting on these
cases, gives instances in which this plant proved tatal in its
effects. " At Clonmel, some years ago, eight boys, mistaking
this plant for wild celery, ate plentifully of its roots. A few
hours afterwards the eldest boy became suddenly convulsed
and died; and before next morning four of the other boys
died in a similar manner. Of the other three, one was
maniacal several hours; another lost his hair and nails; but the
third escaped unhurt. Ilooker gives six species of this genus.
as native of the British Islands, all of which are more or
less poisonous, but he mentions (Enanthe crocata as a rank
poison.’ 

"

JUBILEE HONOURS.

The distribution of jubilee honours to members of the
profession in Glasgow has given much satisfaction here.
Sir George Macleod is the first Glasgow surgeon who has
received the honour of knighthood, a title which in his case
will be worn worthily and with dignity. The absence of
another name from the list caused not a little surprise, and
even irritation; but it is satisfactory to learn that Professor
Gairdner remains untitled of his own choice, having respect-
fully declined an honour similar to that conferred on his
colleague; he does this for reasons which, as he himself
puts it, " do not in the least affect his grateful reception of
Her Majesty’s message as a token of goodwill, or his hearty
congratulations to friends who have been the recipients of
like distinction." Another mark of the esteem in which
Dr. Gairdner is universally held has been accepted by him
however-namely, the degree of M.D. (honoris caus&acirc;), con-
ferred on him recently by the University of Dublin.

THE VICTORIA INFIRMARY, GLASGOW.

This hospital, formerly known as the Southern Ilospital,
is now to be known by the above title, having received Iler
Majesty’s consent thereto in recognition of her jubilee year.
The scheme for its erection progresses favourably. Money
is being subscribed with fair rapidity, about &pound;13,000 having
been already received. When the sum of &pound;15,000 is reached
building operations will commence. Various meetings have
been held in the southern suburbs of Glasgow, such asPollokshields and Rutherglen, and at these the cause of the
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infirmary has been enthusiastically adopted. It is hoped
that the foundation-stone of the building may be laid next t
year, and possibly by some member of the Royal Family,
as our exhibition building will be ready for a similar
ceremony about the same time.

BURGH POLICE AND HEALTH (SCOTLAND) BILL.
This unfortunate Bill has been shelved again. The Con-

vention of Royal Burghs having brought this measure again
under the notice of the Secretary for Scotland, and having
represented its extreme importance and urgency, have
received from Lord Lothian an intimation, " that owing to
the state of public business the Bill cannot be introduced
this session with any possible chance of its becoming
law." This is the more regrettable as the measure has

already passed in separate sessions third readings in both
Houses of Parliament, and has been favourably reported on
by a Select Committee of each House, and, indeed, a common
understanding had been arrived at by those interested in its
provisions, so that it was expected that it might pass with-
out serious opposition. Meanwhile the sanitary law of
Scotland stands just as it did twenty years ago.

GLASGOW ROYAL INFIRMARY MEDICAL SCHOOL.

At the close of the summer session yesterday, Dr.
Macintyre was presented with a handsome marble dining-
room clock, with suitable inscription, and statuettes, as a
mark of the esteem in which he is held by the medical
students who have been attending the classes in this insti-
tution. Dr. Clark, dean of the school, presided.
Glasgow, July 20th.

DUBLIN.

(From our own Correspondent.

THE CONJOINT EXAMINATION SCHEME.

COMPLAINTS are numerous about the vivd-voce part of the
examination in physics at the first professional examination
held recently under the conjoint scheme. It is alleged that
the questions in this subject were mostly outside the pre-
scribed course of examination. Certainly the rejections
were so excessive that no other explanation appears to be
tenable, and it seems that the examiners-and 1 do not ex-
clude those in anatomy-expected too much from the candi-
dates who came before them.

OPHTHALMIA IN THE CORK WORKHOUSE.

For a considerable time past eye diseases have been pre-
valent among the children in this workhouse, but recently
it has reached such proportions that Dr. Sandford has been
requested to report on the matter to the Board of Guardians.
He states that in the boys’ school 74 per cent. of the pupils
are suffering from affections of the eyes, of greater or less
severity. In the girls’ school 80 per cent. are affected, while
in the infants’ school 6’3 per cent. have some form of eye
disease. In both the boys and girls in hospital the majority
of the patients are sufferers from ophthalmia. With few
exceptions the disease takes the form of granular ophthalmia
and its complications, and is in many instances associated
with other scrofulous affections. It varies in severity from the
latent forms, in which its presence is not apparent except
by close examination, to an unsightly condition in which the
eyes are a mass of disease, and vision is hopelessly impaired
or destroyed. In the boardtd-out children, on the other hand,
there were only 2 cases in over 100 children. The pre-
valence of the disease in the chronic form is due to various
causes, one of the most important being its communicability
from one child to another by direct contact. A number of
children are crowded together, most of whom are constitu-
tionally predisposed to the reception of such an affection,
the chances of the spread of infection being enormously
increased by the use of a common lavatory, the same towel
or roller being used by a number of children. Under such
circumstances the introduction of one case into a school
previously free from disease would render its contraction by
the other children almost a celtainty. Once contracted, the
nature of the disease is to assume a chronic form-kept
alive by favourable surroundings, such as overcrowding,
insufficient ventilation or improper food, and breaking out
at times into an active condition when stirred by some
special stimulus or local irritation, such as exposure to cold
or wet, to dust or rain. It is to be hoped that the disease

may be effectually stamped out by acting on the admirable
suggestions made by Dr. Sandford.

ZYMOTIC DISEASES IN DUBLIN.

During the five weeks ended July 2nd, the mortality
from measles was doubled as compared with the previous
month, but, on the other hand, there was a marked decline in
the number of deaths from whooping-cough. Itisinterest-
ing to note (the occurrence being most unusual) that there
was not a single fatal case of typhus fever rpcolded during
the month. Measles, it may be added, is still prevalent in
Dublin. Last week 36 deaths were ascribed to this disease,
and there are 141 cases under treatment in hospital.
ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND SOCIETY OF IRELAND.

Her Majesty, who is patron of this Society, having
completed the fiftieth year of her reign, it has been sug.
gested that a special Jubilee collection should take place.
About &pound;100 has already been contributed towards the fund
in question, and the amount, when complete, will be dis-
tributed, in honour of the occasion, to the many annuitants
relieved by the operations of this charitable Society.
Mr. Broomfield, of the Carmichael College of Medicine,

has been presented with an address and testimonial on the
occasion of his approacbiug marriage.
Dublin, July 19th. 

_________________

THE SERVICES.

Deputy Surgeon-General R. Hungerford has been appointed
Principal Medical Officer, Eastern District, vice Surgeon-
General Fox, now at Aldershot, and Deputy Surgeon-General
S. A. Lithgow, M.D., C.B,, has been appointed Principal
Medical Officer of the South-Eastern District.
WAR OFFICE.&mdash;Army Medical Staff : Deputy Surgeon-

General Sir James Arthur Hanbury, KC,B.. M.B., F.R. C.S.I.,
to be Surgeon-GenHral, vice J. O’Nial, C.B., granted retired
pay (&egrave;ated June 14th, 1887); Deputy Surgeon-General
Randolph Webb, from half-pay, to be Deputy Surgeon-
General, vice Sir J. A. Hanbury, E.C.B, M.B., F.R.C.S.I.
(dated June 14th, 1887) ; Surgeon Norman Smyth, M.D.,
resigns his commission (dated July 20th, 1887).
YEOMANRY CAVALRY.&mdash; West Somerset: Surgeon S.

Farrant is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon--Alajor
(dated July 16th, 1887).
ARTILLERY VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;2nd Volunteer (Devonshire)

Brigade, Western Division. Royal Artillery: E. Holberton
Edlin, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated July 16th, 1887);
Honorary Assistant-Surgeon G. Miles resigns his commission
(dated July 20b, 1887).&mdash;1st East Riding of Yorkshire;
Thomas McCraith Foley, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated
July 20th, 1887).
ENGINEER VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;1st Cheshire: Acting Surgeon

Andrew Stewart is appointed Second Lieutenant (dated July
20ch, 1887).-2nd West Riding of Yorkshire (Leeds) : Charles
Malcolm, Gent., to be Acting Surgeon (dated July 20th,
1887).
VOLUNTEER SUBMARINE MINERS (the Tees Division).-

William Jones Williams, M.D., to be Acting Surgeon (dated
July 20th. 1887). 

,
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.&mdash;1st Volunteer Battalion, the Queen’s 

Own (11,)yal West Kent Regiment) : Acting Surgeon Eyre
levers, M.D., resigns his appointment (dated July 16th, 1887).

Medical News.
YELLow FEVER. &mdash; Reports are current in New

York of an alarming prevalence of yellow fever at Memphis,
Tennessee. 

’

AN epidemic of hysteria is reported to have broken
out amongst the women at Agosta, a populous village near
Subiaco.
NEW FRENCH HOSPITAL. &mdash;His Royal Highness the

Comte de Paris has given a donation of &pound;100 to the build-
ing fund of the new French Hospital which is to be erected
in Shaftesbury-avenue. Her Royal Highness Madame la
Comtesse de Paris has paid, for the same fund, to the
bankers of the institution the sum of &pound;600, being a share in
the proceeds of the bazaar held at Willis’s Rooms in June.


